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Opening Words
Where can | flee from your presence O God? (Psalm 139:7)

Be still and aware of the presence of the Divine within and all around

Opening Prayer and Thanksgiving
My Christ, my love, my encircler,
Each day, each night,

Each light, each dark,

Be near me, uphold me,

My treasure, my truth

FREE PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven
Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done

on earth as in heaven

Give us today our daily bread
Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil

For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours

Now and for ever. Amen.

Scripture — Acts 16:1-9 (CEV)

After Paul and his friends had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they went on to
Thessalonica. A Jewish meeting place was in that city. So as usual, Paul went there to worship,
and on three Sabbaths he spoke to the people. He used the Scriptures to show them that the
Messiah had to suffer, but that he would rise from death. Paul also told them that Jesus is the
Messiah he was preaching about. Some of them believed what Paul had said, and they became
followers with Paul and Silas. Some Gentiles and many important women also believed the
message.

The religious leaders were jealous and got some worthless bums who hung around the
marketplace to start a riot in the city. They wanted to drag Paul and Silas out to the mob, and



so they went straight to Jason’s home. But when they did not find them there, they dragged out
Jason and some of the Lord’s followers. They took them to the city authorities and shouted,
“Paul and Silas have been upsetting things everywhere. Now they have come here, and Jason
has welcomed them into his home. All of them break the laws of the Roman Emperor by
claiming that someone named Jesus is king.”

The officials and the people were upset when they heard this. So they made Jason and the
other followers pay bail before letting them go.

SILENCE

Poem - “This Wonderful Opportunity” by Cathy Song
May all beings, seen and unseen, be well, happy, and peaceful, including ourselves.
May there be peace in the world, peace in our hearts, peace in our minds.
May we use this wonderful opportunity of human life to awaken.
May we be grateful for wisdom and compassion,
this infinite boundlessness that surrounds us,
waiting to be used by us, to open our hearts and minds
so that we may see things as they truly are,
how brief our lives, how dependent upon others we are,
and so with each act may we bring wholesomeness, humility,
and the courage to do no harm, not least of all to ourselves.
As we journey through this life may we move deeper into insight,
and see things as they truly are,
this wonderful opportunity to awaken.
May we be grateful for the teachers in all their guises who appear before us.
May we love those who are hardest to love, including ourselves.
May leaders who will work for the peace of the planet step forward,
and may we support them.
May those who have gone before us rest in peace, rest in comfort, rest in joy,
and may we remember to remember them.
May the next life be a happy one.
May we cultivate in our hearts, in our minds, here and now, here on earth,
generosity, a land of plenty for all.
May our wish for peace spread like a mother’s soothing hand
and reach the distressed, fevered places of the world
and protect each child the right to be fed, to be sheltered, to be schooled.
The right to go to sleep without fear.
May we journey safely, work contentedly, and return home to loved ones well and happy.
May the path of forgiveness and acceptance
be the path of peace,
and may we find it.
May we use this wonderful opportunity to awaken
and together find true happiness, open spaciousness without borders.



Intercessions
Safe guard your faithful people
in the sanctuary of your love O God.
Shelter them this night
in the shelter of the saints.
God to enfold them
God to surround them
God in their watching
God in their hoping
God in their sleeping
God in their ever-living souls.

Personal Intercessions

Closing Prayer

Grant to me, O Trinity of grace,
From whom all life freely flows
That no tie over-strict

no tie over-dear

May be between myself

and this world.

As it was

Asitis

As it shall be evermore,

With the ebb

With the flow

O Trinity of Grace.
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